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Mutual	Invitation	
	
	
Mutual	invitation	is	process	that	allows	the	sharing	of	information	by	all	parties	present.		
The	process	gives	each	participant	the	opportunity	to	share	or	not,	and	provides	a	way	to	
invite	the	next	person	to	share.		It	is	an	excellent	tool	to	use	during	Bible	Studies,	small	
groups,	or	meetings.		It	is	especially	helpful	during	meetings	with	groups	in	conflict	or	
unequal	power	distribution.	
	
	
The	process:	
The	“first”	person	(determined	during	Bible	Study	as	the	person	who	reads	the	lesson)	
shares	the	information.	
	
That	person	then	invites	the	next	person	(“second”)	
This	second	person	has	3	options:	

- share	
- pass	
- pass	for	now	

	
After	the	second	person	has	shared	(their	comments	or	their	desire	to	pass/for	now),	that	
person	invites	a	“third.”		NOTE:		regardless	of	the	choice,	the	person	speaking	always	
invites	the	next	person.		If	the	second	person	has	chosen	to	pass,	s/he	still	invites	the	next	
speaker,	the	first	person	does	not	take	back	the	role	of	“invitor.”	
	
And	it	goes	around	until	every	person	has	had	an	opportunity	to	share.	
	
If	any	person	had	chosen	“pass	for	now”	then	that	person	will	need	to	be	invited	before	the	
process	is	completed.	
	
	
This	process	can	then	be	repeated,	or	general	conversation	can	occur.		The	
group/moderator	can	choose	the	most	appropriate	action.	
	
	
	
Notes:	

- a	person	invited	is	the	only	person	speaking.		If	there	is	someone	who	would	like	to	
comment,	s/he	needs	to	save	comments	until	his/her	turn,	or	until	the	next	round.	

- The	word	“invited”	is	the	most	appropriate	word	for	the	calling	on	the	next	person.	
	
	
	


